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1. At the end of January 1951, Sckol organizations undertook a project to recruit
youths for parachute training, This was acsomplished with the aid of poaters,
" advertisements in movie houses, lectures, ete, The training was pletured az a
gport; as pre-military preparation and as & great gucceas in the Scviet Union,
All men and women over 16 years of age could qualify for this training provided
the following eonditions were fulfilled: '

(a) The applicant had to be in goed health (thorough examination by a physisiae).
(b) He or she had tc be a member of the Sokol and the Union of Czechoslovak Yeuth,

(¢) The applicant had to present e favorable recommendation from his cadre offi-
cer concerning his political reliability.

2e If the applicant fulfilled these requirements, he was accepited as & member of the
" Para=~Divizion ism the Sokol organization, Sush Para-Divisions were established in

all district ‘cspitels. Within a menth, the enlisted members were summonel tc take
8 thorough medicel examination which was given by the Nationel Institute of Health.
Emphasis was placed om heart conditiom, lungs, eyes and general physical appear-
anee, Only persons found to be pelitically reliable were admitted tec these medi-
cal examinations, Approximately 10% of sll spplicants were rejecied because ef
unsatisfactory health, :

3. In Olomous the procedure wag as follows: one week after the medical examimation,

: mewbers were salled to the Sokol-house in Olemoue, given & training schedule. in-
#roduced to the inetructors and 1ssued training uniforms. Winter training in the
Seckol gymasiwm was first on the schedule, The next phase consisted of outdoer
training preliminary te the first training jump. )

< be Tnstructors, experienced airberne troops, were assigmed to duties in the distriet
towns whéve suehl Para-divisions wers established, GCreen linen unifurms, boots,
trousers; belt and a red beret were the initial issue of clething, After the
firgt jump, members received a batile uniform and a red beret (both on the style
of ‘the British uniform), On the left sleeve was the emblem of a winged paraehute,
beneath which were chevrons or stars, depending on the member's rank, Political
instractora had a gold chevron on a blue field, The regicnal instructers had ‘ E
three, five-polnt stars on a red fileld, District instruciors had twe such stars N

and local imstructors only ore star.

56 Indoor iraining dealt primarily with politics, the Red Army, parachutisie ia the :
_ 8oviet Un spranae of airborme troops for defemsive purposes. .
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6. On 1 Apr 51 cutdoer training began with rumning exercises, leaping over hurdles, crawling
under barbed wire obstacles, Jumping over trenches, springing with the aid of a pele er
rope and secaling & five méter wall, Fsre=3 marches were held on Sunday, A great deal

of time was spent working with the cempsss on these marches,

Te With basic training completed on 22 Jua 51, the final week of training and exsminatioms
began in Prerov, All members were quartered in the agricultural school near a training
area equipped with special structures for parashute Jumping. During that cne week,
Jumping from a stationary plane, dress and use of parachutes s orders for Jumping, eths
were tayght., Decause the area had no permapent parachute-drop training tower, prelimin-
ary Jumping was performed in the fellowing masner: a wooden tower, 6 to 7 meters high,
was equipped with fixed steel lines and parachute harnesges. The participants Jumped
from that height and remained suspended in the harnesses, This exsrelse was carried out
because the sudden pressure 1s approximately the same as when Jumping with a parachute,
An 014 plane fuselage was utilized to teach entering the plane, preparation before take-
off, attitude during flight and finally jumpimg from the plane, This exercise was per-
formed with parachuies. As a final test, the members were required to Jump from a fiy-

ing plane,

8. Members of the board of examiners were imsirustors frem the Braw region. The examina~
. tion consisted of questions concerming various procedures and actions prier te eu.mping
and political theory. Tem outstanding students received awards, usually books (Fucik-

Ihe Story of a Trua Man - Pribeh Skutecnsho Cloveka). -

9+« . The first live jump was made at the civilian Olomouc-Holice airport. Ninety-four meme
bers, ten of whom were women, from the Prercv, Olomoue and Proste Jov Para-Divisions
participated in this exereise, Officers from the Olomoue garrison, politiecal fumotien-
aries and government representatives were ia attendance. The plane used for this exer-
else was a Czechoslovak Alrlines (CSA) DC3, It was speclally equipped for airporae
operations and had the sign "OK~WAK" painted on its éide, The jumps were made direstly
over the airport at an altitude of approximetely 300 meters, The first Jumy was made
individually, later three to five studemts jumped simltanecusly, All parachutes
(German Idades were supplied by the military administratian. Each partieipant had two
parachutes; one on the back and the other attached to the stomach, During tha junps
‘several serious injuries ocourred, ineluding broken legs and many brain concussiens,
According to the experts present, the exerclse was a complete success and all phages of
%ngtruction were acecmplished. The first llve jump terminated all traiming for the time
elng,

10, In March 1952, the participants were again invited te the Sokol gymnasium in Olomoue and
. informed that training would eontimue, Imstiuetions im use of the rifle, machine gun,
hand grenades, radlo operatiom and procedure, range firing, terrain appreciaticn, tesh=
nigues of command and organization of batile were the main courses.

11, Because of the favorable results produsced by paractute training all over the scuntfry, a
new organizaticn, "Doslet" (Dobrovolny Svez Letestvi - Voluntary Unlon of Fliursj, was
established at the end of 1951, This organization has its headquarters im Prague and
will have a branch office in every district, Every branch office has its divisions ) 8
the branch offise in Olomoue has the "pollce division® (for members of the National
Security Corps), division "Sokol", Divisiom ef milifary academy graduates, and divisien
of teachers, The idea 1s strongly supported by the publie authorities and finds many
adherents among the Czech youth,
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